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Memorandum 
 
To: ​President Barack Obama, Vice President Joseph Biden, Senator Harry Reid, 
Senator Dianne Feinstein, Senator Patrick Leahy, Senator Elizabeth Warren, Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi, Congressman Keith Ellison 
By: ​Scott Dworkin 
Re: ​Updated Report Outlining President-elect Trump’s Connections to Russia 
Date: ​November 13, 2016 

 
 
Dear Mr. President and Democratic Leadership- 
 
In light of information recently uncovered by the Democratic Coalition, it was incumbent 
upon myself and our organization to provide you with a newly-updated report outlining 
President-elect Trump’s connections to Russia. 
 
As you will see, this report is more than twice as long as our last report, and contains 24 
separate connections between the President-elect, his campaign staff, and his family to 
Vladimir Putin and the country of Russia. 
 
This evidence further calls into question the recent conclusion made by the FBI, which 
stated that there was no clear connection between President-elect Trump and Russia to 
be found.  
 
Please note that this information can always be expanded upon, and should be done by 
those with the appropriate resources to investigate. 
 
In solidarity, 
 
Scott J. Dworkin 
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Russian Business Interests 
 
Exhibit 1 
249 Business Registered in Russia with Trump (Трамп) in the Name 
 
According to a search conducted on the Federal Tax Service of Russia’s website, there are 249 
registered businesses in Russia with Trump (Трамп) in the name. A list of the companies can 
be found ​here​.   1

 
 
Image of Trump LLC (​трамп OOO) taken from the tax service website 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To recreate the search: 
 

1. Visit the website: ​https://egrul.nalog.ru/#​ (​Note that the search will not work if your 
browser translates the webpage into English​ ) 

2. Search for Трамп (Trump in Cyrillic) 
3. Below that type the captcha image 
4. Click the blue search button on the lower right 

This will display 200 of the 249 companies   

1  ​https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-eFTtx9hvN2mxjcPyBNZNsphkSri16rEjpTDLq3C0WU/edit?usp=sharing 

 
6 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-eFTtx9hvN2mxjcPyBNZNsphkSri16rEjpTDLq3C0WU/edit?usp=sharing
https://egrul.nalog.ru/#
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-eFTtx9hvN2mxjcPyBNZNsphkSri16rEjpTDLq3C0WU/edit?usp=sharing


 

1987 
 

 
Exhibit 2 (May, 1987) 
President-elect Trump travels to Russia 
 
After mid-May in 1987 President-elect Trump traveled to Russia, according to a 1988 
Regardie’s article about Mohamed Hadid by Harry Jaffe.  2

 
 
Cover of Regardie’s, 1988 
 

 
 

 
 
Excerpt from article 
 

 

  

2  ​http://www.harryjaffe.com/archive/unmasking-the-mysterious-mohamed-hadid 
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http://www.harryjaffe.com/archive/unmasking-the-mysterious-mohamed-hadid


 

Exhibit 3 (October 26, 1987) 
President-elect Trump was planning to build a hotel in Moscow 
 
According to an article from The Journal, Trump was in talks to build “a casino in Las Vegas, a 
hotel in Moscow - and a White House in Washington.”  3

 

  

3  ​http://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lccn/sn84031170/1987-10-26/ed-1/seq-2.pdf 
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http://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lccn/sn84031170/1987-10-26/ed-1/seq-2.pdf


 

Exhibit 4 (December 14, 1987)  
President-elect Trump on his travels to Moscow 
 
According to a 1987 Interest Rate Observer article, President-elect Trump says he likes the 
people in Russia, and the people like him. 
 
Excerpt: 

“He [President-elect Trump] has flown to Moscow. ‘I like the people, and the people 
like me,’ he says, sounding a little proprietary about the people.”  4

 
 

 
  

4   ​http://www.valuewalk.com/2016/07/sell-donald-trump/ 
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http://www.valuewalk.com/2016/07/sell-donald-trump/


 

Exhibit 5 (December 20, 1987)  
Mikhail Gorbachev asks Trump to build hotel in Moscow 
 
According to a December 20, 1987 article in the Press-Republican, Mikhail Gorbachev told 
Trump that he would love to see a Trump Hotel in Moscow.  Trump and Gorbachev had 5

previously met on December 9, 1987 at a luncheon in Gorbachev’s honor.  6

 
 
Excerpt from Press-Republican article 
 

 
 

5  ​http://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lccn/sn88074101/1987-12-20/ed-1/seq-26/ 
6  ​http://photos.pennlive.com/patriot-news/2016/03/mikhail_gorbachev_with_donald.html 
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http://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lccn/sn88074101/1987-12-20/ed-1/seq-26/
http://photos.pennlive.com/patriot-news/2016/03/mikhail_gorbachev_with_donald.html


 

Gorbachev (left) and Trump (right) in 1987 
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1996 
 

 
Exhibit 6 
Building in Moscow with Howard Lorber 
 
Howard Lorber, a major Trump campaign donor who contributed $100,000 to the Trump Victory 
Fund, an economic advisor to the Trump campaign, and one of Trump’s self-proclaimed “best 
friends”, traveled to Moscow with President-elect Trump in 1996 to look at real estate 
developments for Trump to lend his name to.  Lorber had major business investments in 78

Russia at that time, according to Trump.  Lorber’s business partner, Ben LeBow, told the 9

Moscow times that he was involved in bringing Trump and the Trump Organization to Moscow in 
1996, stating ​“Donald is the preeminent marketeer and developer in the world. We want the best 
for Moscow — and Donald’s it.” 
 
 

 
 
  

7  ​https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/josh-rogin/wp/2016/08/10/another-trump-adviser-with-deep-ties-to-russia/ 
8  ​http://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/13/nyregion/for-donald-trump-friends-in-few-places.html?mtrref=origin-www.bloombergview.com&_r=0 
9  ​http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1997/05/19/trump-solo 
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/josh-rogin/wp/2016/08/10/another-trump-adviser-with-deep-ties-to-russia/
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/13/nyregion/for-donald-trump-friends-in-few-places.html?mtrref=origin-www.bloombergview.com&_r=0
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1997/05/19/trump-solo


 

1997 
 

 
Exhibit 7 
President-elect Trump commissioned a $40 million statue by a Russian 
artist 
 
The statue was created by Russian artist Zurab Tsereteli, cost $40 million, and was a solid 
bronze likeness of Christopher Columbus. President-elect Trump had originally planned to place 
the statue in Manhattan, but it ended up in Puerto Rico. The statue would have been 6 feet taller 
than the Statue of Liberty.  10

 
 
Tsereteli’s Statue of Christopher Columbus 
 
 
 
  

10  ​http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1997/05/19/trump-solo 
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http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1997/05/19/trump-solo


 

2008 
 

 
Exhibit 8 
Trumps eye expansion into Russian market, according to Hotels 
Investment Outlook 
 
The Trumps were featured on the cover of a 2008 issue of Hotels Investment Outlook 
Magazine. The article on the family mentioned that the Trump Hotel Corporation was looking at 
investments in Russia. 
 
Excerpt: 

“THC is looking at markets on every continent, with several opportunities in Asia 
and in China specifically, as well as in Europe including Austria and Russia. Eric 
Trump says that THC will be inking deals in many new markets over the next 12 
to 18 months, although he declined to name specific markets.”  11

 
Pages from the Trumps’ Cover Story 

  

11  ​http://www.trump.com/getmedia/fa783c21-f9c0-4e1c-be39-5713b55c223c/MeetTheTrumpsHIO7-08/ 
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http://www.trump.com/getmedia/fa783c21-f9c0-4e1c-be39-5713b55c223c/MeetTheTrumpsHIO7-08/


 

Exhibit 9 
Trump Vodka 
 
Trump Vodka was sold and advertised to the Russian market and was spotlighted at the 
Moscow Millionaire Fair in 2007. 
 
The ad, produced by Overit on behalf of Drinks Americas for Trump Vodka was created for the 
Russian Millionaires Convention (better known as the Moscow Millionaire Fair) according to the 
original video description.  The video includes visuals of Donald Trump, Vladimir Lenin, Saint 1213

Basil’s Cathedral, part of the Moscow Kremlin and Red Square UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
and the Qolşärif Mosque located in Kazan Kremlin. According to a 2007 Drinks America press 
release, Trump Vodka had a $7.5 million contract with Russian distributor Recolte to export 
50,000 cases over the course of a year, beginning in January 2008.  A press release hosted 1415

on The Trump Organization’s website, confirms that Trump Super Premium Vodka was sold in 
Russia in 2009.  16

 
 
Statue of Vladimir Lenin in Russia (left) next to a still from the Trump Vodka 
Russian ad spot (right) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

12  ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bxG1N0otqY&feature=youtu.be 
13  ​http://www.passportmagazine.ru/article/1022/ 
14  ​http://www.marketwired.com/press-release/drinks-americas-expands-trump-super-premium-vodka-to-russia-nasdaq-dkam-789034.htm 
15  ​http://www.kommersant.com/p820585/r_500/Premium_vodka/ 
16  ​http://www.trump.com/getmedia/4ac35c82-72a8-4379-88d7-529e2135575c/Trump_Vodka_Award/ 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bxG1N0otqY&feature=youtu.be
http://www.passportmagazine.ru/article/1022/
http://www.marketwired.com/press-release/drinks-americas-expands-trump-super-premium-vodka-to-russia-nasdaq-dkam-789034.htm
http://www.kommersant.com/p820585/r_500/Premium_vodka/
http://www.trump.com/getmedia/4ac35c82-72a8-4379-88d7-529e2135575c/Trump_Vodka_Award/


 

Trump Vodka/Drinks America Press Release 
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Exhibit 10 (July 15, 2008)  
Trump Sold his Florida Mansion to Russian Billionaire Dmitry Rybolovlev 
 
In 2008, President-elect Trump sold his mansion in Palm Beach, Florida to Russian billionaire 
Dmitry Rybolovlev for $95 million.  Rybolovlev owns Uralkali, a Russian potash fertilizer 17

producer and exporter that is traded on both the London and Moscow exchanges. 
 

 
Trump’s Palm Beach mansion 
 

 
 
  

17  ​http://money.cnn.com/2016/07/27/news/donald-trump-russian-deal-mansion/ 
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http://money.cnn.com/2016/07/27/news/donald-trump-russian-deal-mansion/


 

Exhibit 11 
Donald Trump, Jr. spoke often about doing business in Russia in 2008 
 
On multiple occasions, Donald Trump, Jr. referenced the Russian business market, including at 
a “Real Estate in Russia” conference, and at ​Cityscape USA’s Bridging US and the Emerging 
Real Estate Markets Conference held in Manhattan.  At the Manhattan conference, Donald Jr. 1819

said, “The emerging world in general attributes such brand premium to real estate that we are 
looking all over the place, primarily Russia.” Additionally, Trump, Jr. told a conference that 
“Russians make up a pretty disproportionate cross-section of a lot of our assets,” and that “a lot 
of money” was pouring in from Russia.  Donald Trump, Jr. made over half a dozen trips to 20

Russia during the two years in which the U.S. real estate market was crashing due to the Great 
Recession.   21

 
According to the book ​The Global Emerging Market: Strategic Management and Economics, by 
Vladimir Kvint, the Trump Organization had registered its trademarks in Russia in the areas of 
real estate development and construction starting in 2008.  22

 
 
  

18  ​https://origin-www.bloombergview.com/articles/2016-03-15/trump-s-long-romance-with-russia 
19  ​http://www.eturbonews.com/5008/executive-talk-donald-trump-jr-bullish-russia-and-few-emerging-ma 
20  
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/inside-trumps-financial-ties-to-russia-and-his-unusual-flattery-of-vladimir-putin/2016/06/17/dbdcaac8-31a6-11e6-8ff7-7b
6c1998b7a0_story.html 
21  ​https://origin-www.bloombergview.com/articles/2016-03-15/trump-s-long-romance-with-russia 
22  ​https://www.amazon.com/The-Global-Emerging-Market-Management/dp/0415988403 
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https://origin-www.bloombergview.com/articles/2016-03-15/trump-s-long-romance-with-russia
http://www.eturbonews.com/5008/executive-talk-donald-trump-jr-bullish-russia-and-few-emerging-ma
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/inside-trumps-financial-ties-to-russia-and-his-unusual-flattery-of-vladimir-putin/2016/06/17/dbdcaac8-31a6-11e6-8ff7-7b6c1998b7a0_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/inside-trumps-financial-ties-to-russia-and-his-unusual-flattery-of-vladimir-putin/2016/06/17/dbdcaac8-31a6-11e6-8ff7-7b6c1998b7a0_story.html
https://origin-www.bloombergview.com/articles/2016-03-15/trump-s-long-romance-with-russia
https://www.amazon.com/The-Global-Emerging-Market-Management/dp/0415988403


 

2012 
 

 
Exhibit 12 (May 19, 2012) 
Donald Trump, Jr. Interview in Riga, Latvia Speaking About the Russian 
Market 
 
While Donald Trump, Jr. was in Latvia to speak at a real estate conference, he stated in an 
interview that he had been to Moscow many times to look at business deals on behalf of the 
Trump Organization.  23

 
Excerpt:  

Donald Trump, Jr.: “I’ve been there many times, I’ve spent quite a bit of time in 
Moscow looking at deals. The things that I’ve looked at thus far, I’ve looked at 
resorts to hotels. I was here last summer looking a potential golf 
development.” 

 
 

 

23   ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM7v2aeDdT8 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM7v2aeDdT8


 

 
2013 - Miss Universe Pageant 

 
 
Exhibit 13 
Trump Tweets Prior to the Pageant, Wondering if Putin will be his “best 
friend”  24

 
Trump invited Putin to the pageant ahead of time, stating “​“I know for a fact that he wants very 
much to come, but we’ll have to see. We haven’t heard yet, but we have invited him.”  25

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

24  ​https://twitter.com/realdonaldtrump/status/347191326112112640 
25  ​http://deadline.com/2013/10/nbc-news-lands-great-angle-as-msnbc-anchor-thomas-robert-signs-to-co-host-miss-u-pageant-in-russia-615072/ 

 
20 

https://twitter.com/realdonaldtrump/status/347191326112112640
http://deadline.com/2013/10/nbc-news-lands-great-angle-as-msnbc-anchor-thomas-robert-signs-to-co-host-miss-u-pageant-in-russia-615072/


 

Exhibit 14 
President-elect Donald Trump Discusses his Relationship with Putin in an 
MSNBC Interview with Thomas Roberts prior to the Pageant 
 
While in Moscow for the Miss Universe pageant in 2013, President-elect Trump sat down with 
Thomas Roberts for an interview on MSNBC. In the interview, President-elect Trump admits that 
he has a relationship with Putin. Thomas Roberts served as the host of the Miss Universe 
pageant in Moscow that year. 
 
Excerpt: 

President-elect Donald Trump: “I do have a relationship [with Putin], and I can 
tell you he is very interested in what we’re doing today...but I do have a 
relationship with him. Look he’s done a very brilliant job in terms of what he 
represents or who he’s represented if you look at what he’s done with Syria if 
you look at all the different things, he really has eaten our President’s lunch, 
let’s not kid ourselves. He’s done an amazing job, he’s put himself really...at 
the forefront of the world as a leader in a short period of time. Putin has done 
an amazing job of showing certain leadership that our people have not been 
able to match.”  26

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

26  ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dn1ZK2kcfQ8&feature=youtu.be 
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Exhibit 15 
The Crocus Group and Vladimir Putin 
 
The 2013 Miss Universe contest was held in Moscow at Crocus Hall, which is owned by the 
Crocus Group, a Russian real estate development firm headed by Russian billionaire Aras 
Agalarov. Trump received a share of the $14 million paid by investors to have the pageant in 
Moscow.  Tickets to the Miss Universe after party, which Trump attended and which was 27

hosted by the the Agalarovs and sponsored by Russian vodka company, Russian standard, cost 
10,000 RUR for entrance, and 450,000 RUR for a six-person table.   The Agalarovs claimed 28

they spent $20 million on the competition.  Donald Trump awarded the Crocus Group 29

International Exhibition Centre the “Diamond Excellence Award” in 2013, according to a Crocus 
Group brochure.   30

 
While President-elect Trump was in Moscow during the pageant, he spoke to Russian 
developers about building a hotel in Russia according to Russian news outlet, Sobesednik.  31

One of those developers was the Agalarovs’ Crocus Group, who sat down with not only Trump, 
but also the two developers of Trump Soho in Manhattan. One of the Soho’s developers, Alex 
Sapir who is Russian born was quoted as saying, “​“The Trump Soho has a lot of very high 
profile Russian visitors and they have been telling us they wish there was something modern 
and hip like it in Moscow.”​ President-elect Trump was quoted saying “The Russian market is 
attracted to me. I have a great relationship with many Russians, and almost all of the oligarchs 
were in the room,” referring to the pageant.  32

 
Putin and President-elect Trump tried to meet during the pageant but could not set up a time.  33

Instead, Putin sent a gift and note to Trump, which was delivered by Agalarov's daughter to the 
Miss Universe offices in New York City after the pageant was over.  ​Prior to the Miss Universe 34

competition, which was held on November 9, 2013, Vladimir Putin presented Aras Agalarov with 
an excellence award on October 29, 2013.   35

 
 
 
  

27  ​https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/jul/30/donald-trump-paul-manafort-ukraine-russia-putin-ties 
28  ​http://crocusgroup.com/press-center/news/753/ 
29  ​http://crocusgroup.com/press-center/news/749/ 
30  ​http://eng.crocus-expo.ru/files/2014/crocus_booklet2013_eng.pdf 
31  ​http://sobesednik.ru/news/20131109-amerikanskii-milliarder-donald-tramp-rasskazal-o-svoikh-planakh-po-sozdaniyu-biznesa-v 
32  ​http://rew-online.com/2013/11/12/hotel-trio-aims-to-bring-manhattan-to-moscow/ 
33  ​http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/donald-trump-vladimir-putin-meet-2013-article-1.2730352 
34  ​http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/trump-putin-tried-meet-moscow-three-years-ago-source-n619006 
35  ​http://crocusgroup.com/press-center/news/752/ 
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https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/jul/30/donald-trump-paul-manafort-ukraine-russia-putin-ties
http://crocusgroup.com/press-center/news/753/
http://crocusgroup.com/press-center/news/749/
http://eng.crocus-expo.ru/files/2014/crocus_booklet2013_eng.pdf
http://sobesednik.ru/news/20131109-amerikanskii-milliarder-donald-tramp-rasskazal-o-svoikh-planakh-po-sozdaniyu-biznesa-v
http://rew-online.com/2013/11/12/hotel-trio-aims-to-bring-manhattan-to-moscow/
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/donald-trump-vladimir-putin-meet-2013-article-1.2730352
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/trump-putin-tried-meet-moscow-three-years-ago-source-n619006
http://crocusgroup.com/press-center/news/752/


 

Vladimir Putin with Aras Agalarov on October 29, 2013 
 

 
 
Trump with Emin Agalarov (left) and Aras Agalarov (right) at the Miss Universe 
competition in Moscow 
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Trump also had a cameo in Emin’s Music Video, Starring Miss Universe 
Competitors 
 
Emin Agalarov, son of Aras Agalarov, is a pop singer in Russia. President-elect Trump was 
featured in his music video, alongside Miss Universe 2013 competitors. Trump’s appears 
towards the end of the video, where he “fires” Emin, using his catch-phrase, “you’re fired.”  36

 
 
 

  

36  ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuZUNjFsgS8 
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Trump Campaign Advisors 
 
Jesse Binnall 
 
Exhibit 16 
Jesse Binnall’s past client owned the encrypted email service used by 
Edward Snowden 
 
Jesse Binnall, a parliamentary procedure expert for the Trump campaign, represented Ladar 
Levison, the owner of Lavabit, in 2013.  Lavabit, an encrypted email service, is famously known 37

for being used by NSA whistleblower Edward Snowden. Snowden currently is residing in 
Russia.

 
Jesse Binnall’s biography, taken from company website 

 
Jesse Binnall (left) with Lavabit owner Ladar Levison (right) 

 
37  ​http://www.forbes.com/sites/kashmirhill/2013/08/09/lavabits-ladar-levison-if-you-knew-what-i-know-about-email-you-might-not-use-it/#4c5ba25113c1 
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http://www.forbes.com/sites/kashmirhill/2013/08/09/lavabits-ladar-levison-if-you-knew-what-i-know-about-email-you-might-not-use-it/#4c5ba25113c1


 

Boris Epshteyn 
 
Exhibit 17 
Boris Epshteyn moderated a panel with Moscow city government officials  
 
Boris Ephshteyn, is a Senior Advisor to the Trump-Pence campaign who often appeared on 
television as a surrogate over the course of the election.  Ephshteyn is a Russian-born 38

investment banker and attorney.  In October 2013, Ephshteyn moderated a New York City 39

panel called “Invest in Russia,” which was composed mainly of Moscow city government 
officials.   40

 
 
Boris Ephshteyn (left) with Sergey Cheremin (right) at “Invest in Moscow” in 2013 
 
 

 
 
  

38  ​https://www.linkedin.com/in/boris-epshteyn-6b62796 
39  ​http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2010/05/05/boris-epshteyn-arizona-immigration-law-sb-obama-america-legal-immigrant.html 
40  ​http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/donald-trump-advisers-russia-ties_us_57acd474e4b007c36e4db94c 

 
26 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/boris-epshteyn-6b62796
http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2010/05/05/boris-epshteyn-arizona-immigration-law-sb-obama-america-legal-immigrant.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/donald-trump-advisers-russia-ties_us_57acd474e4b007c36e4db94c


 

Sergey Cheremin is the Minister of the Moscow City Government and Head of the 
Moscow City foreign economic and international relations department  41

 
 

  

41  ​http://investment-briefings.propertyeu.info/speakers/sergey-cheremin/ 
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Lieutenant General Michael Flynn 
 
Exhibit 18 
Lieutenant General Michael Flynn spoke at a dinner in Russia attended by 
Putin 
 
In 2015, Lieutenant General Michael Flynn attended a dinner in Russia with Vladimir Putin, at a 
10th anniversary celebration for a Russian state-funded television network. Dr. Jill Stein also 
attended the same celebration. Lieutenant General Flynn accompanied President-elect Trump 
on his first national security briefing in August of 2016.   42

 
In 2014, after Edward Snowden leaked information from the NSA, Flynn was quoted as saying 
"If I'm concerned about anything, I'm concerned about defense capabilities that he may have 
stolen from where he worked, and does that knowledge then get into the hands of our 
adversaries — in this case, of course, Russia.”  As an advisor to the Trump campaign, Flynn 43

advocated for closer ties with Russia.  44

 
 
 
Image of Flynn (left) with Vladimir Putin 
 
 

 

 
  
42  ​http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/michael-flynn-trump-classified-briefing_us_57b3939fe4b0edfa80da28ca 
43  ​http://www.cnn.com/2014/03/07/politics/snowden-leaks-russia/ 
44  
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/nearly-the-entire-national-security-establishment-has-rejected-trumpexcept-for-this-man/2016/08/15/d5
072d96-5e4b-11e6-8e45-477372e89d78_story.html 
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Paul Manafort 
 
Exhibit 19 
Paul Manafort’s extensive ties to pro-Russian Ukranian leaders 
 
Paul Manafort served as the Chairman of the Trump campaign. ​According to an article in The 
Nation from 2006, Manafort’s consulting firm received several million dollars in 2006 to help run 
Montenegro’s independence referendum campaign, which was funded by Russian businesses 
interests with deep ties to the Kremlin that were operating in Montenegro.  According to the 45

same 2006 article, Vladimir Putin was interested in setting up a Russian output in Montenegro, 
and after the independence referendum passed, Russia recognized Montenegro’s freedom 
before the EU did. Putin told Montenegro’s leaders after their independence that their 
government made it possible for “large-scale Russian investments.”  46

 
In 2006 and 2010, Manafort helped Viktor Yanukovych win his campaign for President of 
Ukraine, even though the United States government was against the candidate because of his 
pro-Putin standpoint.   After the Yanukovych’s victory, Manafort stayed on as his advisor.  47 4849 50

Additionally, Manafort worked as an advisor for ​Rinat Akhmetov, Dmitry Firtash and Oleg 
Deripaska, three major pro-Putin Ukrainian oligarchs, and made millions of dollars from 
consulting work for them.   51

 
Newsclip from The Ukranian Weekly, highlighting Manafort’s role as 
Yanukovych’s campaign manager 
 

 

45  ​https://www.thenation.com/article/mccains-kremlin-ties/ 
46  ​https://www.thenation.com/article/mccains-kremlin-ties/ 
47  ​https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/jul/30/donald-trump-paul-manafort-ukraine-russia-putin-ties 
48  ​http://ukrweekly.com/archive/2008/The_Ukrainian_Weekly_2008-27.pdf 
49  ​http://ukrweekly.com/archive/2011/The_Ukrainian_Weekly_2011-07.pdf 
50  ​http://www.politico.com/story/2014/03/paul-manafort-ukraine-104263 
51  ​https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/jul/30/donald-trump-paul-manafort-ukraine-russia-putin-ties 
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Vladimir Putin (left) with Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych (right) 
 

 
 
Paul Manafort (right) with pro-Putin oligarch Rinat Akhmetov (left) 
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Paul Manafort’s Client Oleg Deripaska (right) with Vladimir Putin (center) 
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Carter Page 
 
Exhibit 20 
Page’s connection to Kremlin-owned gas company 
 
Carter Page, Trump’s foreign policy advisor over the course of his campaign, advised the 
Russian gas company Gazprom, at the time in 2005 when Putin made the Kremlin the majority 
stockholder in the company. Gazprom’s top officials attended a going away party near the 
Kremlin for Page in 2007 when he was moving back to New York.  Today, Page still has 52

ownership stakes in Gazprom.  In July of 2016, while Page was working as an advisor to the 53

Trump campaign, he traveled to Russia to give a speech to the New Economic School, at an 
event titled “Excellence in Economics Education and Research in Russia.”   54

 
 
Still from Page’s speech in Moscow in July 2016 
 

 
  
52  ​http://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2016-03-30/trump-russia-adviser-carter-page-interview 
53  ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NBk2-VFL10 
54  ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGouah6u7ss&feature=youtu.be 
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Ivanka Trump 
 
Exhibit 21 
Ivanka Trump vacations with Vladimir Putin’s rumored girlfriend during the 
campaign 
 
On August 14, 2016, Ivanka Trump posted a picture of herself with Wendi Deng Murdoch on 
vacation in Croatia. Deng Murdoch is rumored to be the girlfriend of Vladimir Putin. Deng 
Murdoch also introduced Ivanka to her current husband, Jared Kushner.  55

 
 
Ivanka Trump with Wendi Deng Murdoch in Croatia 
 

 
 
 
 
  

55  ​http://thehill.com/blogs/in-the-know/in-the-know/291465-ivanka-trump-vacationing-with-putins-rumored-girlfriend 
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Connections to Vladimir Putin 
 

 
Exhibit 22 
President-elect Trump, ​Fedor Emelianenko, and Vladimir Putin 
 
President-elect Trump has had a long-standing relationship with Russian MMA fighter, Fedor 
Emelianenko. Trump was involved with a television show in 2008 called ​Fighting Fedor​ , which 
was a reality show that featured Emelianenko.  Vladimir Putin and Fedor Emelianenko have a 56

long-standing friendship as well, and have been pictured together many times over the years.   57

 
Trump with Feder Emelianenko (right)  

 
Vladimir Putin with Fedor Emelianenko 
 

  
56  ​http://www.mmafighting.com/2008/10/15/donald-trump-fedor-emelianenko-affliction-team-up-for-fightin 
57  ​http://fightstate.com/fedor-putin-basically-best-friends/ 
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Exhibit 23 
President-elect Trump praises Putin at National Press Club Luncheon 
 
At the National Press Club Luncheon on May 27, 2014, President-elect Trump said that he 
spoke “directly and indirectly” with President Putin, and that “he could not be nicer.”  58

 
 

  

58  ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKkKQmbyECw 
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Exhibit 24 
Dr. Mikhail B. Piotrovsky, President-elect Trump and Vladimir Putin 
 
In  2010, President-elect Trump hosted a farewell breakfast at Mar-a-Lago in Palm Beach, 
Florida for Hermitage Museum Foundation supporters and directors. President-elect Trump is 
pictured with Dr. Mikhail Piotrovsky in a January 2010 issue of the Hermitage Museum 
Foundation newsletter.  In 2014, Dr. Piotrovsky was documented showing Vladimir Putin 59

around the Hermitage Museum, and in 2016 Putin awarded Dr. Piotrovsky with a state award. 
 

 
Page from the January 2010 issue of the Hermitage Museum Foundation’s 
newsletter 

 

  

59  ​http://www.hermitagemuseumfoundation.org/files/8613/5767/3050/Newsletter-January-2010.pdf 
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Dr. Mikhail B. Piotrovsky with Vladimir Putin at the Hermitage Museum (2014) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Mikhail B. Piotrovsky receiving a state award from Vladimir Putin (2016) 
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